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CITY OF SWAN — MIDLAND OVAL REDEVELOPMENT 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [6.30 pm]: I rise to talk about a serious issue in Midland in my 
electorate. In my view, Swan city council has acted inappropriately towards the community. Two weeks ago 
I attended an electors’ meeting pushed by the community to air their concerns about the Midland Oval 
redevelopment master plan. During that meeting it became apparent that all the suspicions of the community have 
come to the fore. The business plan the council said it had—the one it avoided disclosing to the community over 
a long period of time—was pretty weak, as were a lot of other issues surrounding it. So the community rose up 
and looked into the messages the council had been putting out. There had been quite a bit of misinformation leading 
up to this meeting, including things about me and a few other people in the community who oppose this 
development. The community was there to say that it wanted to preserve its green space. This is one of last open 
green spaces in the community and it has been deliberately run down over a long period of time. This oval has 
been degraded to the point of the council being able to sell it off cheaply to developers. That would allow the 
council to take it off the local government books so it would not have to do anything about it. The appalling nature 
of the attitude towards the community was shown by the council saying that the majority of the crowd were living 
in the past because the council believes a shopping centre should be at the heart of this community, and that it 
would attract people—not a green space, not events that bring people together, but a shopping centre. Shopping 
centres are being built across the world, and places in the US and Europe are dying. For the Mayor of the City of 
Swan to say to the community that they are living in the past is absolutely galling, considering that the Cities of 
Perth, Vincent, Bayswater and the Town of Bassendean—all the way up that railway line out towards Midland—
are working to create green space. 

A couple of weeks ago I spoke to the City of Bayswater. It is heartening that it wants to get away from people 
referring to Morley Galleria Shopping Centre as being the heart of the community. That council will work with 
the community to find a green space. To have all this happening within kilometres of what is going on in Midland 
is absolutely galling. If this were happening out in Nedlands or Subiaco, there would not be a problem. If people 
in Nedlands or Subiaco wanted to preserve their green spaces, it would not be a problem, because the people in 
those suburbs are tuned in. In Midland, there is a lot of disadvantage. A lot of people think that the council knows 
best. I have grown up in that situation. I have lived in state housing. No offence to my parents, but they did not 
have a high level of education. They would always think the best of government and the best of local government. 
They believed everything that was told to them, because that is the way it was. They believed that the people in 
Parliament and in local government know best. 

However, this is not on. It is galling that the council is willing to push aside the views of a whole bunch of people 
who live in Midland. It is also galling that the council spent $36 million on a master plan and consulted with only 
56 people in the community. It is akin to the former government’s consultation on Roe 8, which we have been 
fighting against for the last two years, or longer. 

We know that open green spaces help cool our communities and aid in climate change, and bring economic value 
to the community. However, we know also that they are endangered and disappearing before our eyes. The people 
of Midland should stand up and make their voices heard and say enough is enough. The community of Midland 
deserves better. If people in the western suburbs are looking to protect green spaces, that is on everyone’s lips; 
everyone knows about it. However, the community of Midland has been shielded from knowing the potential 
plans. The people of Midland want a Hyde Park, not a car park. I will continue to fight against this project, because 
I do not think the people of Midland deserve to have this concrete poured on top of them. 
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